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Pialm xvi. 8. 
9 | ] have ſet the Lord always before me. 


Hat this Pſalm was David's, we have the Teſtimony of 
St. Peter, Als 2. 25. where he brings him in ſpeaking 
theſe Words of my Text, and the following ones to 
de end of the Pſalm, 2. Chrift: But though David 
ing a Prophet, and a Type of Chriſt, had in them a ſpecial 
leſpett to the Antitype, in whoſe glorious Reſurrection they 
to be afterwards more eminently fulfill d, yet, no doubt 
their ficſt and immediate Senſe, they belong'd to himſelf, 
d ſo 1 ſhall now conſider them: And in them we may ob- 


1 David's wiſe Practice, and 
The bleſſed Conſequences of it. 


is Praftice he gives us an account of in the Text, I have, ſays 
ſer the Lord always before me. ; 
The Bleſſed Conſequences he relates in the following Verſes, 
An holy Aſſurance, that God, if he ſaw it beſt for him, 
uld deliver him from his Perſecutors ; or if, for wiſe Reaſons, 
ſhould give his Life into their Hands, he would yet redeem 
Body from the Grave, Make known to bim the way of Life, and 
bim full of Foy with bis Countenance. 
That which I would infer from hoth, is this Propoſition, That 
right Practice of this Duty, of ſetting God always before 18, 
e likelieſt courſe to promote our Temporal Security, and 
everlaſting Salvation: This was the ground of David's Con- 
ce in relation to both; and the ſame Confidence and ho- 
Aſſurance may they raiſe to themſelves, who lay the fame 
Foundation for it. | | 
Permit me then to explain to you the wiſe Courſe the Royal 
flmiſt took, and to recommend his Practice to your Imitation, 
pm the blefſed Conſequence it will produce. | 


For cxplication of the Duty: And here I ſhew you Three 


. What is meant by . God before us. | 
Under what Notion of him we are to ſet God before us: 
n 


How we muſt ſet him always before us. 


+ What is meant by ſetting God before ws + It wou'd be too 
an Aﬀront to your Judgments, and Abuſe of your Time, 
4 | A 2 


4 A Serman Preach'd \ 
tg proceed tively, in ſatisfying this Enguiry, and to ſhey 
ta by ſenting God before m is not. be underſtood, that we do, « 
can by any act of our Minds, make God to be preſent an 
where, where he was not, or privy toany Thing which he kne 
not before ; who, whether we think of him or not, is preſer 
in all Places, and knows all Things. To proceed there 
firmatively, in the Duty are 7 & theſe two Things; | 
1. A firm Aſſent to, or hearty Belief of, theſe two great At 
tributes of God, his Omnipreſence, and Omniſcience. 
2. A practical Conſideration of theſe Attributes, or applic 
tion of that Belief, to the government of our Lives. _ 
1. A firm aſſent to, or hearty Belief of theſe two great Ar 
tributes of God, his Omnipreſence, and Omniſcience. _ 
ſta ting theſe Dottrines, which are to be the Objects of this k 
lief, 1 fear I ſhould no more edifie you, than ſatisſie my ſelf, i} 
I ſhould take my meaſures from the nice Speculations of the 
Schools, or the reſults of thoſe Enquiries, wherein ſome thin 
ing Men have, with too much freedom, indulg'd their Curiol 
ties: It is a melancholick Thing to reflett upon the variety 
Opinions, which theſe audacious Searches have produc'd, i 
relation to God's Omnipreſence, which differ widely from one 
another about the manner of it, and yet ſeem to agree in le 
ſing the Thing it _ wi 
ſence, but in Heaven only by his Efſence, and every whe 
elſe by his Power and Providence: And if fo, then his Powe 
muſt be ſomething diverſe from his Efſence, and may be coneei 
ed to be, where his Eſſence is not. | 1 
Others ſay, That be is every where by his Efſence, and 
theſe, ſome hold that he is ſa by way of infinite Extenfion ; | 
bow that which has not Quantity nor Parts can be extended, 
etty difficult to apprehend. 
Others ſay, That. be is every where after the manner of 
Point, and that he is whole every where, and whole like a Poit 
in every part of the World: And if this be fo, that the wholt 
Divine Effence is in any Phyfical Point; then either the wb. 
Divine Efſence does not exiſt without that Point, and then ht 
is it every where? Or if it doesexift without that Point, tt 
the how Divine Eſſence does exiſt without the whole Divi 
Eſſence. 
Others, laſtly, not knowing how to reconcile theſe Cont 
dictions, or ſolve theſe Difficulties, have roundly deny'd tl 
God is every where properly, and aſſerted that his Omnip 
ſence is no real Attribute of God, but only an extrinfical De 
mination, by which he is ſaid to be preſent every where, 
upon the account of his working every where. | 
But can any thing work every where, and not be every when 
can any thing work where it is not ? | 


Then for God's Omniſcience, to omit other Particulars, v 
| a | | W | 


— 


4 work has been made about his fore-knowledge of future Contin- 
| ts, (i. e.) of ſuch Things as depend upon free Agents, that 
re a liberty of determining themſelves to either part of the 
contradiftion ? | 

Becauſe they knew not how to account for a 
F that muſt be certain of Events that are ſo contingent. | 
Some being unwilling to part with the liberty of Man's Will, 
have given up the Przfcience of God, : v 
4 Others, as unwilling to part with the Doctrine of the Divine 
præſcience, have given up the liberty of Man's Will, and frees 


Plicty dom of his Acting. : 
| They both agree that ſuch Contingents are not knowable. 
it AY The former therefore infer, that God does not fore-know 


7 them. | 
is Be The latter teach that God does ſoreknow them, but has to 
ſelß i that end remov'd them from a State of poſſibility, into a conditi- 
f the} on of futurition, from being ſuch things as only may be, to be 
thi wy ſuch things as certainly ſhall be; (f. e.] that he might foreknow 
Art them, has by his Decree prædetermined them, and fo made them 
iety d not to be Contingents. 
cd, But have we not as many Demonſtrations of the Error of the 
m one former, as we have Prophecies in Scripture of future Contin- 
in 109 gents ? For if God has foretold, that ſuch Events, as depend up- 
on the freeft determinations of Man's Will, ſhall fall out fo, or 
his EI ſo, he muſt certainly foreknow them; for if he did not foreknow, 
rd how could he foretel them? . | 
Powe And have we not as many Arguments to prove the miſtake of 
once the Latter, as we have Laws and Precepts laid down in Scripture 
4 ber the directing, and governing of moral Actions, and Rewards 
and @ and Puniſhments aſſign d there for Obedience or Diſobedience 
to thoſe Laws? For, if Men were not free Agents, or had no 
ded, power of determining their own Actions, they could not be ei- 
| ther capable of doing moral Good or Evil, or conſequently Sub- 
jets of Rewards, or Puniſhments, for one or the other. 
Leaving therefore theſe attempts of vain Philoſophy, vain then 
I certainly, if ever ſo, when it puts Man upon being Wiſe above 
what is written in Things pertaining to God, upon knowing more 
of him, than he has been pleas'd to diſcover of himſelf, let us 
u sive beed to the more ſure word of Prophecy, the Revelations of Scrip- 
ure, the only light that ſhines, or can guide us in theſe dark En- 
{ quiries. 
And firft for his Omnipreſence ; let us ſee what God himſelf 
lays of it by his Prophets, I/. 66. v. 1. Thus ſaith the Lord, the 
Heaven is my Throne, and the Earth is my Foorftool : and Fer. 23. v. 
. Do not I fill Heaven and Earth, ſaith the Lord? Heaven and Earth 
are frequently uſed in Scripture to ſignifie the whole Univerſe, 
and all the parts of it; ſo Moſes, ſpeaking of the whole Crea- 
rag Gen. 1. 1. ſays, In the beginning God created the Heaven and 
* Earth ; that is, the whole 3 and all the Creatpres u ĩt; 
j 3 | and 
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and in that Senſe it is uſed by our Saviour, Mar. 5. 18. mill f 


en and Earth paſs, i. e. till the whole Fabrick of the Wor 
be-diffolred : So then God declares of himſelf that he fills 
Places, and therefore cannot be excluded from any. 
Adgaia, the Prophet Devid in the 139 Pſalm cries out at t 
7 Verſe, Whither d Lord ſhall I go from thy Spirit, or whither | 
I flee from thy Preſence ? Whither? why I can go no where fre 
* thee, for if I aſcend up into Heaven thou art there ; if I make my 
in Hell b-bold thou art there; if I take the Wings of the Morning, 4 
remain in the uttermoſt parts of the Sea, even there ſhall thy Ha 
lead me 3 or if 1 ſay the darkneſs ſhall cover me, even the Nig 
ſhall be light me, There is no Place ſo high or deep, or 
mote or obſcure, but thou, O God, art preſent in it. Tot 
Words of David, let me add thoſe of bis Son Solomon at t 
Dedication of the Temple, x Kings 8. 27. Will God indeed d 
on the Earth? Bebold the Heaven, and Heaven of Heavens, can 
contain thee. From all which, we learn thus much concernain 
God's Omnipreſence, that God fills all Places, and yet is 
comprehended in any. If any one ask how theſe Things e 
be, that he ſhould be excluded from no Place, and yet include 
in none? I muſt anſwer with the Pſ:hniſt in the verſe immedi 
ately preceeding thoſe I lately quoted, That. ſuch Xnowledge i 
too wonderful for me, is is too bigh I cannot attain to it: The 
ner how, is inepplicable by the Wit of Men, but the Thingecet 
, fain from the Word of God, that he who is infinite and cannd 
be circumſcribed, is fo preſent every where, that there is nc 
Place, nor can any be conceived, where he is not. 
2. For God's Omnilcience z and here, without departing 
from the guidance of the Scripture, we may conclude, that hi 
Knowledge, who is in every thing infinitely Pagftec, is very dit 
ferent, as all his Ways are, from our imperfe& ones; That he 
does not know Things after our weak manner, being led by Dif 
. and Ratiocination from Things known, to Things ut 
nown ; but all Things are at once preſent to him; he ſees ant 
knows them all at one ſimple View, as the Apoftle ſpeaks, He 
4. 13. All Things are naked and open to the Eyes of bim with 
we bave to do. | | 
All Events and Occurrences whereſoever they happen, 
Am IA Gad at band, ſaith the Lord, and not a God afar off ? Jer. 23 
— | | 
All, wbenſaever they happen, not only preſent, and paſt, bi 
future qnes too; upon this Head God challengeth the Gods 
the Heathens, J. 41. 21, 22, 23. Proſecute your Cauſe, ſaith 8 
Lord, bring forth your ſtrong Reaſons, — Let them bring 
and ſuew us what ſhall bappen, »—— ſhew the Things that are to «0 
bereaf ier, that we may know tbat ye are Gods 3 and this Kne 
ledge of future Things St. Fames aſcribes to God, As 11 
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only thoſe of ter Conſequence, as the changing 
Wo ARE a — of Governments, He ruleib in the 
fills) Kingdom , and giveth it to whomſoever be will, Dan. 4. 17. 
iv which rophecy he foretold the great Monarchy's long be- 
fore they were ſet up; but his Knowledge extends to the mot 
inconſiderable Events, and minuteſt Things Nor 4 Sparrow 
fals a and the very Hairs of our Head are 
1 not only natural Events, but whatſoever from 
rational and free Agents, he perfectly knows ; Can avy Man hide 
himſelf in ſecret Places that I ſhall not ſee him, ſaith the Lord, 
Jer. 23- 21. and as to the Actions of Men David tells us Pſal. 
33- 13, 15+ The Lord looks Hegven, be bebolds all the Sons 
Men, —— be confidererh all their Works; Nay as to their Wor 
and their very Thoughts, he ſays, Pſalm 139. there d not 4 
cam word in my Tongue but tbou 0 Lord knoweſt it al „ v. 4. And 
ind v. 2. Thou, Lord, underſt andetb my thoughts afar off; in ſhort, 
all Things near, or far off, paft, preſent or future, even Con- 
tingent-Things, little or great, whether the works of God, the 
effects of Nature, the neceſſary actions of Bruits, the free ones 
of Men, their Words and Thoughts, and whatſoever is knowa- 
bie, they are all clearly open at one view to the Divine Om- 
niſcience. This may ftartle our poor Reaſon, but even that 
Will tells us, that as to the divine perfections, it becomes us to 
admire what we cannot comprehend, and inſtead of ſearching 
curiouſly into this great Attribute, to cry out with St. Paul, 
Rom. 11. 33. 34. 0 the depth of the Riches of the Wiſdom and 
nowledge + God? bow unſearchable are bis Fudgments, and bis 
as paſt finding out! for who bath known the mind of the Lord 
iS or who bath been bis Counſellor ? 
Now a hearty affent to, or firm belicf of theſe two Attributes 
of God, that he is ſo every where preſent, that we cannot be 
any where, where he is not; that he fo knows all things, 
that we can neither ſuffer, do, ſpeak, nor think any thinz 
þ * he knows not, is the firſt Thing imply'd in ſerring Gol 
e 1. s 
| * The Second is a practical Conſideration of theſe Attri- 
butes, or an application of that belief to the Goverament of 
jj our Lives: For this Faith, without it produces a fuitable pra- 
ice, will be ſo far from Advantaging us, that it will aggravate 
our Sins, and make our Condemnation heavier than it would 
have been, if we had been ignorant of, or Infidels in thoſe 
Attributes, To ſer God before w, then is not only to believe, 
that where ever we are, we are in his Preſence, but ſo to behave 
Vor ſelves every where, as becomes that awful Preſence; not 
only to believe that whatever we do, is ſeen by him, but for 
F fhatReaſon, to endeavour, that whatever we do, may be ap- 
— — and how this may be done, we ſhall have oc- 
on to mew more particulariy, in the remaining Inquiries. 
al The next whereof is, F A * 
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9 A Sermos Pyturbꝰ d 
H. Under what Notion of him we are, to ſet God before m. 
And hereT ſhaltconfider God, with relation, | 
1. To moral Actions, and 
2. To other Events. | 
I. In relatton to moral Actions, we are to conſider God, 
1. As an holy Law-giver, that has preſcrib'd righteous 
- and good Laws for the Government of them. | 
God is frequently repreſented in Scripture under the Notion 
of a Law giver ; the Lord is our Fudge, the Lord is our Law-giver, 
ſays the Prophet, J. 3z- 22. and there is one Law-giver that is) 
able to ſuve and deſtroy, fays St. Fames, 4. 10. now God has pre- 
fcrib'd Laws for the Government of our Lives two ways. 
1. By . in the Heart of Man, the common notis 
ces of Good and Evil in the firſt Creation of him, which ſhew 
him what is Honeſt, and what Diſhoneft, what is to be done, 
and what to be avoided, this is called the Law of Nature; and 
this St. Paul ſpeaks of in the zd Chap. of the Epiſtle to the 
Romens,at the 14 Verſe, When the Gentiles which have not the Law, i. e. 
notthereveard Law,do yet by Nature the Things contain'd in ibe Lam, 
theſe brving not the Law, are 4 Law to themſetv2s, which ſhew the work 
of the Lew written in their Hearts 3, and this Law is ſufficient both 
ro convince the Tranſgreſſors of Sin, as it there follows,tbeir Cn 
fetence alſo bearing Witneſs, and their Thoughts their a2y410 wor, their 
Reafonings within them eizber accuſing or excuſing one another, and 
allo that they deſerve Death for it; for ſpeaking of the ſame 
Geatites who had no other Law, he ſays at the 32d Verſe of the 
it Chap. Who knowing the Fudgment of God, that they which com 
mg ſuch things, i. e. Thisgs orbidden by this Law of Nature 
and right Keaſon, zre worthy of Death. | 
2. By railing up fit Perſons, inſpiring them with the Know- 
ledge of his Will, ſending them to diſcover it to Mankind, 
and impowering them to juſtifie their Miſhon that they were 
ſent by him; and what he has communicated to Men by the 
inſtrumentality of ſuch Prophets, is called, in an eſpecial mans 
ner, his reveal'd Law: And this we have ia the Books of the 
Old and New Teſtament, chiefly in the latter, wherein we 
have the laſt and moſt perfect Revelation of his Mind, and 
Law, which he has made by our great Prophet, his only Son, 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; who has perfedted the Moral Law, ant 
b>oug ht Life and Immortality to Light ; who has explain'd it more 
clearly, extended its Authority and directive Power more wide 
ly, and eaforc'd its Obligation more ſtrongly, than the forme 
Revelations had done; by clearing it from the falſe Gloſſe 
vith which the Scribes and Lawyers had obſcured and deficedi 
by ſubjetting the very Thoughts of the Heart to its Rule, and i 
ſetting its Sanctions of Rewards and Puniſhments in their du 
Light, both as to quality and duration: This is a perfect £4 
indeed, reaching to every thing in us that is capable of mori 
Good, or Evil; our Deeds, our Words, our very Thought 


pondererh the Heart confider it, and be that ke 


ten before bim, for them thut fear d tbe Lor 
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requiring in all the greateſt Sincerity, and Purity, and propo- 


ſing the moſt glorious Rewards to Invite, and the moſt dread- 


ful Puniſhments to affright us into Obedience. 


2. In ſetting God before u, we muſt conſider him as an exact 
and 2 of our Behaviour, with reſpett to his Laws ; 
this is what is meant by thoſe Expreſſions in Scripture, where 
he is ſaid to weigh, to ponder the Ways and Spirns and Hears of 
Man , Prov. 3. the witys #- —_— clean — * 
weigheth the Spirits, and cha 12. Does not 
eden 4x — — a8 
ipture, taken from 


le know it? Other Metaphors are uſed in 


the practice of Men, in entring things of Conſequence, that 


they would not forget, in Books ; fo the Spirit is pleaſed to 
condeſcend to our Weakneſs, to ſhew that God does not only 
obſerve but remember all the Actions of every Man, with their 
rticular Circumflances. As to the virtuous Actions of good 
en, the Prophet Malachi tells us, cap. 3+ verſe 26. they mas 
rar d the Lord ſpake often one to anorher, i. e. frequently enter- 
tain'd one another with Holy and Heavenly Converſation, and 
the Lord hearken'd and heard it, and 4 Book of Remembrance was writ- 

and that thought upon bis 
Name. and the ſame Metaphor is uſed in relation to the Sins 
of Men, where Dzvid begs of God, Pſal. 51. to blot our bis Tram- 
greſſions, and when God promiſes his People Iſrael, II. 43. 25. 
that be will blot out their Tranſpreſſions, and not remember their Sins. 
And in the Viſion or Prophetical deſcription of the laſt Judg- 
ment in the 20th of the Rev. where St. Fobn ſays, be ſaw 
Dead ſmall and great ſtand before the Throne of God, he tells 
us, that the Books were open d, and that the Dead were judged ous 
4 Things which were written in the Books, according to vheir 
Warks, - 

3. Laſtly, in ſetting God before us, we muſt conſider him as a 
bountiful þ of — s are Obedient to him, ard as 
a ſevere, but juſt Puniſher of ſuch as are Diſobedient; for that 
he might be ſo, is the great Reaſon, that he does fo nicely 
watch, and take ſo ftrift notice of the Actions, and even the 
Thoughts of all Men. This he tells us by the Prophet Fer. 17. 
10. I the Lord ſearch the Heart, I ty the Reins, to what end? 
Why, even to give to every Man according io his ways, and 4c- 
cording to the Fruit of bis doings : And this the Apottle affures 


us in 2 Rom. 5. &c. he will do a the Day of the Revelation of 
_ the righteous 7 21 of God, when be will render — Man 


according to bis Deeds ; to them, who by patient continuance in well 


doing, ſeek for Glory and Honour, and Immortality, Eternal Life ; 
but unto them that are Contentious, and do not obey the Truth, but 


obey unr ig breouſneſt, indignation and wrath ; Tributqtion Md Arguiſh 
upon every Soul of Man thas doth Evil; but Glory, Honour and 
Peace to every Man thit workerh good. And now ou ſee under 


1. 


10 Ae Preachd 
1. As an holy Law. giver | 
2. As a curious obſeryer of our Behaviour with reſpe& 
his Laws. And, 

3» As a bountiful rewarder of the Obedient, and a ſey 
__ but — puniſher, of the Diſobedient. 
2. In relation to other Events, in ſerting him before ws, we 
muſt conſider him, as the wiſe orderer and diſpoſer of ther 
and that none of them are the effgits of blind Chance, or fat; 
, butall the reſults of his wiſe Councel ; that ey 
thing that befals us, or any of his Creatures, is by bis appoints 
ment or permiſſion, whodires, governs, and diſpoſes all Oe 
currences to the greateſt and beft Ends, his own Glory, and the 
good of thoſe that love and ſerve him. 

The only remaining Particular to be explain'd, is, 

23. How we muſt ſet God always before ws By which is not 
meant, that we muft think upon theſe Attributes of God's Om- 
nipreſence and Omniſcience every moment of our Lives, and 
actually apply our Belief of them to every the minuteſt, and 
moſt indifferent Action of them: But it is, 

1. To live under ſuch an habitual Senſe of thoſe his glorious 
Perfe&ions, as may influence the general Conduct of our Lives, 
and govern all our Actions of greater Conſequence, thoſe that 
are matter of Sin or Duty: But becauſe habits are neither got, 
nor preſerv'd without repeated acts; in order to obtain, and 
keep up in us ſuch an habitual Senfe of God's Omaipreſence, 
and Omniſcence, it will be neceflary to fix ſome certain and 
ſtated times (beſides the occaſional ones which I ſhall mention 
by and by) for an actual Conſideration of them. 

And ſurely, once in the return of every Day, cannot he 
thought too often, even by thoſe, whoſe ftrait Circumftances, 
and mean Imployments, make their daily Labour little enough 
for the neceflary Support of themſelves and their Families; 
they, methiaks, cannot grudge half an Hour in the four and 
twenty to be ſpent in this great Buſineſs; but how can they ex- 
cuſe themſelves from it, whom their bountifui God has placed 
iaa Condition, beyond the neceſſity, not only of lahouring, 
but even of taking thought for what they ſtall Eu, or what they ſhall 
Drink, or mwberewithal they ſhall be Cloath d? (tho? God knows, too 
many hardly employ their Thoughts to any better Purpofes) 
can they pretend they cannot afford ſuch a pittance of their 
time for this Employment ? and yet were this ſmall Proporti- 
en but wiſely and honeftly laid out in it by all of us, I will 
mane to ſay, we ſhould ſee another Face of Things than we 
now do. 

That part of the Day, which I ſhould think would be moſt 
properlf, and uſefully ailign'd for this purpoſe, is the Morning, 
when we firſt wake, not only for the fitneſs and congruity of 
the Thing, as certainly it is very fit and congruous, that when 
God has prelerv'd us whilſt we flept, he ſhould be the firſt Ob- 


it, bar been about 


maintain in us an habitual Senſe of them; Bur befides living 
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: hts; That when he, as Duri expreſſes 
elt of our — —— Night, we ſhould entertain a Conver- 


ith him, before any others are admitred,who come in the 
— upon Buſineſs or Compliment ; But eſpecially, for the 
ood influence it may have upon our whole demeanure che Day 


Pier x if by ſerious Contemplation in the Morning, we make 


impreſſion upon our Minds of God's Omnipreſence and 
—— it will} hardly be wore out before Night ; and if 
we do this every Morning, tis the likelieft way to beger and 


habitual Senſe of theſe Attributes of God, 
—_— God before us always, is actually to apply our Belicf 
of them in ſpecial Caſes; And thoſe I take to be chietly theſe 


* time of Temptation, whether from the Pleaſure and 


Advantage the Sin will give, or from the Difficulties and Dan- 


gets a Duty may expole us to: 
wn In — of Divine Worſhip; And, 

3. In all remarkable Events that happen to us, whether Ad. 
verſe or Proſperous. . 

1. In caſe of temptation to Sin, it is to conſider that God 
who by his Laws has forbid the Thing I am tempted to, under 
the ſevereft Penalty, is now preſent with me, and ſees, whether 
I comply with the Temptation or not, that he will eternally 
reward me if I do not, and — +4 puniſh me if I do. 

2. In time of Divine Worſhip, whether private in the 
and there it is to confider, that though the Door be ſbut, yet 
God is not excluded, and however I am retired, my Father whi-b 
is in Heaven ſees in Secret, that even my mental Prayers enters 
into his Ears, and the motions of my Heart are open to his 


Eyes; or'publick in the Church, and there it is to confider that 


God is in a more eſpecial manner 7 in the Aſſembly of 
the Faithful, that he knows out of what Principle, and for 
what Purpoſes every one comes thither, whether out of obedi- 
ence to his Commands, and in hopes of his Bleſſing, or whi- 
ther out of Curioſity, Cuſtom, Formality, vain Glory, or for 
worſe Purpoſes ; that he beholds our Behaviours, and ſces whe- 
ther our Heart go along with our Prayers, or whither we offer 
him only a Lip-Service, whether we attend to his Word, and 
receive it in the Love of it in order to practice it, or wherher 
we ſleep or talk away the Time, in which his Ambaſſadors are 
delivering their Errand to us; or at beft are forgerful Hearers 
of it decetving our own Souls z whether we approach his holy 

tar out of love to our Saviour, and in grateful remembrance 
of his Sufferings for us, which are there exhibited to us, out 
of a Sence of our own Sins and Wants, in hopes to receive 
Pardon for one, and a ſupply fer the other at the Hands of 
dur merciful Gcd ; or elle out of baſe Deſigns, and worldly 
Confiderations, thereby proftituting the Ordinances of God to 
the ſervice of Mamman, ws 2 
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open to God, as if it had been 


23. In all remarkable Events that ha to us, whether Ad. 
verde or Proſperous; in time of Adverfity it is to conſider, that 
ien ariſe wot our of the Daft, but come upon me by the 
appointment or permithon of that God who ſees my preſent Con- 
ditioa,knows my Strength, and perfectly underſta nds what is beſt 
for me, who is preſent with me, and can deliver me out of it, or 
me under it, and dirett the Iſſue to my greateft Advan- 
rage; in time of Proſperity, when I have received any Emis 
neat, whether Deliverance or poſitive Bleſſings, it is to look a- 
bove ad Cauſes, up to God as the Author thereof, it is to re- 
fic, that he that has beftow'd the Mercies upon me, fees how 
1 uſethem, whether I employ them to his Glory who gave them, 
or in the ſervice of his Enemies. K 
And thus, by living under ſuch an habitual Senſe of God's 
Omai and Oniniſcence, as may influence the general 
Conduct of our Lives, eſpecially our Actions of greater Conſt- 
quence, ſuch as are Matters of Sin and Duty; and by particu- 
Hr application of our Faith in theſe Attribute, to the eſpeci- 
al cajesof Temptation, of Divine Worſhip, and in any remar- 
kable Events, whether Adverſe or Proſperous that happen to 
us, we may diſcharge the great Duty, which David prattiſed 
in the Text, of ſenimg God always before us. 2 
2. It now: only remains that I recommend the Pattern he 
has ſet, to your Imitation; and methinks I cannot have much 
todo upon this Head. You cannot but infer from what has been 
already id, the bleſſed influence that this practice would have 
upon you, not only in the foremention'd Caſes, but in all Con- 
ditions and Circumftances of Life. | 
What Temptation of Pleaſure or Advantage can prevail 
with a Man to commit a Sin, who knows and conſiders, that 
ze cannot do it, but in the preſence and fight of his Jud 
pho has ſtrictly forbidden it, and will Eternally Damn him 
it; this baffles that poor Encouragement tocomply with a Temp- 
tation, that privacy offers: in vain does the Adulterer watch 
for the Twylight to execute his filthy Purpoſes; in vain does 
the Riotous chooſe the Night for his Debauches ; in vain does 
any Sinner ſeek out the remoteſt and darkeftCorner for to act his 


WVillanies in: By fuch Methods indeed he may hide his Sins from 


the fight and knowledge of Men, but alas what will that avail 
im, when whatever he does, in Purbuſs and in the Cloſer, is as 
at Noon-Day, or on the 


Houſe-nop ? : 
What a Fool does this ſhew him to be, who being reftrain'd 


by Shame, or Fear, or ſome worldly Conſideration from che out- 
ward Acts, will yet venture to gratify his wicked Fancy, by in- 


dulging Luſtful, Covetous, Revengeful or any wicked Thoughts; 
when as clearly ſees his Heart, as he does the Actions that 


proceed from it? | 
What Difficulties or Dangers can hinder or affright that Man 


from his Duty, that lives under the ſence and influence - Fs 
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Faith? ith is ear — 
Life, we a | Wreſtle — 
N not only againſt 
ain 


he of his 
thoſe that 


overcome, and then to beſtow upon him «be C ? 


How Conftant, Reverent and Deyout would this Faith make 


a Man in the worſhip of God ? he would not dare to negle@the 


Duties of the Cloſet, at leaſt the offering up of a Morning and 


Evening Sacrifice to him, no more than he would to empleo that - 


time, which is ſet apart for the Publick Service, to ſecular and 
finful uſes?- Would he, that conſiders that God fees him where- 
ever he is, dare Sacriligiouſly to rob him of that Day which is 
conſecrated to his more immediate Service, and of the attend- 
ance he ſhould pay him on it in his own Houſe, by making it, 
(30 neceſſity ſo requiring) a Day for Journeys and Bu 2 

y of Recreations and vain Diverſions; or if he come to the 
Place of publick Worſhip, would he dare to ruſh into that more 
more immediatePreſence of the great God, with as little confider- 
ation, as the Horſe ruſhetb into the Battle? To behave himſelt there, 
with le reverence and decency, than he would in the fight of 
his Prince, or of any great and venerable Many or it ſome 
temporal Reſpetts make his outward demeanure more grave and 
compos d, would he dare to let his Heart be wandring after his 
Mammon, or his Pleaſures, his Mind be takea up with his world» 
ly deſigns, or leud Intrigues ? No, he that knows himſelf to be 
every where under the All- ſeeing Eye of God, will be as put» 
Cual to the returns of the Hours for the Devotions of the Clo«- 
ſet, where only his Father ſees in Secret, as of the times for the 
publick Worſhip of him in the great C ation: He will keep bis 
Feet, as the Wile Man ex it, when be goes 10 the * of 
God; he will prepare his Heart before he comes thither, aud 
watch both That and his Body too, when he is there, order the 
inward motions of one, and the outward geftures of the other, 


id that he may preſent both, his whole Man, au boly Sacrifice 4. 


4% 
= 


q * 
> % 
= 
5 1 2 * 
* I - 


E AS ente 
In time of Adverſity, what 2 comfort is it to reflect, that all 
2 Mans Wants and Troubles are ſeen and known by hm, who is 
able to ſupply and relieve him, and willing too, if he ſees ic beſt 
for him ? That how bitter ſoever the Cup he is to drink of may 
ſcem to him, yet the Draught is of his Heavenly Father's mix- 
ing, wo never afftifts bis Children willingly, but always for their 
good, who pertetly underſtands both his weakneſs, and the 
ngth of the Portion, and will fo far abate of this, or ſupplx 
the ocher by the aid of his Grace, that it ſhall Work for bis good, 
and the aſflickion, tho for the preſent it may not ſeem joyous but 
ſhall afterwards yield him the peace able Fruits of Righteouſneſs. 
In time of Proſperity, what a powerful Antidote is this Faith 
and Contideration againft all the dangers of that State? Is a 
Man's Lot fallen in & fair ground, bas be a goodly Heritage, does bis 
is he laden with Honours, rais d to poſts of Power? 
Why he who believes and conſiders that God who beftows upon 
Him theſe Bleſſings, or rather entruſts him with theſe Talents, 
is every where with him, and ſees how he employs them, will he 
dare to abuſe them to other Purpoſes than thoſe God defign'd | 
them for ? No ſurely, were the rich Man thoroughly convincd, 
and would he think upon it, that God, who gave him his Riches 
to this end, That be mighr be rich in good Works, always fees him, 
and obſerves what uſe he makes of them, and will reckon with 
dim for them; he would not either miſerably hoard them up, 
and let them lie uſeleſs by him, or extravagantly ſquander them 
away in Vanity, Exceſs, and Riot; but having made a compe- 
tent Proviſion for his Family, he would make his own Life 
comfortable, by a moderate and thankful Enjoyment of a Por- 
tion of them, and give himſelf the much truer Pleafure, and 
more ſolid Satisfaction, in relieving the Neceſſitous, and mak- 
glad the Heart of the Poor, and doing all the good he can, 
by a cheerful and prudent Diftribution of the reft; did the 
Man diſtinguiſh'd 7 — Titles and Characters, whom his 
Lord has bid co fit up bigber, plac'd him in a rank above the com- 
mon level of Mankind, did he believe and conſider himſelf al- 
ways in the preſence of that glorious Being, who is exalted in- 
finitely more above him, than he is above the meaneſt of his Bre- 
thren, and who bas alſo made bim to differ — the reſt, would he 
ſafer his Advancements to miniſter to his Pride, and VainGlory ? 
would the poor Bubble ſwell with Air till it is ready to crack? 
wouid he look down with Scorn and Cafffempt upon his Inferi- 
riors ? No, he wou'd cry out with Mine Eye ſeeth thee, 0 
Lord, wherefore I abhor my ſelf in Duſt Ad Aſhes 3 he would anſwer 
the Deſigns of Providence in advancing him ſo high, by rendring 
the beauty of Virtu: and Piety more conſpicuous = his practi - 
cing of them, and by recommending the Practice of them more 
forcibly to thoſe under him, by the influence of his Example and. 
Auttority. Did the Man of Power conſider himſelf. always in. 
the Sight and Hands of that Almighty Being, who gave him his 
8 N "ITY Tower, 
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power, and expects he ſhould it to the ſame juſt and good 
gr rp he does his own, he would not a it to con- 
tenance Violence and Injuſtice, and to trampletiown Innocence 
and Right, but he won make uſe of it, To deliver vhe oppreſſed 
| bim than ſpoilerh bim, to bring down the high Looks of the Proud, and 
is puniſh the Doer. And by thus guarding him againft the fin- 
ful Abuſes of his Proſperity, this Faith and Conſideration effe- 
{ &ually ſecure a Man from thoſe Stings, and Horrors, with which 
40%, | his guilty Reflections upon ſuch Abuſes would have difturb'd his 
| Enjoyment of it, and by engaging him to employ it to the ex- 
lent Purpoſes, for which it was given him, d him the juſt 
liſh of it at preſent, and a reaſonable hope of God's continu- 
ie it to him for the future. 
In ſhort, this Practice would direct a Man wiſely in the whole 
adu& of his moral Life, and carry him with caſe and cheer- 
ineſs through all the paſſages of the natural One: This lays ' 
che only ſolid Foundation, for that which alone can recommend 
r Behaviour to God in the one, and for our true Quiet and 
omfort in the other, | 
That which alone can render our Labours and Services 
ng to God, and which he accepts of inſtead of Perfection, is 
Integrity and — 1 But what can make us Honeſt and 
| Sincere, and without Hy pocriſie in our whole Behaviour, to- 
1 wards God, our Neighbour, and our Selves, in all our Deeds, 
Words and Thoughts, if the belief and confideration that they 
cannot be hid from, but are all naked and open to God, cannot? 
That which of all things, next to the guilt of Sin, makes Men's 
Lies uneaſie and troubleſome, is their too eager Concern and 
Solicitude,for the obtaining or ſecuring the Things in this Word: 
But ſurely this Practice, if any thing would cure that reſtleſi 
_ 4 Solicitude, and make us to be as the Apoſtle adviſes, withour 
4 Carefulneſs : By which I don't mean that it would, or ſhould 
make a Man negle& the Duties of his particular Calling, or 
thoſe honeſt Methods, which God allows him to uſe for the ob- 
taining, not only the neceſſaries, but the conveniences and com- 
forts of Life ; but it will teach him, after having uſed his own 
lawful Endea vours for thoſe Purpoſes, not to diuiet himſelt a- 
bout the Succeſs of them, but to refer that entirely to God, wha ' 
| alone direfts or permits all Events; and whatever Iſſue he ſhall 
| be pleas d to give, bends to acquieſce in, and approve of it, 
as knowing that he perfectly underſtands his Circumfta is 
better able to chooſe for him, than he is to chooſe for Himſe 
I. What abundance of Solicitude and Fears does he di 
ing bimſelf of, that can caſt himſelf and all his care upon the Al- 
i» mighty God, who he knows is always with him and cares for him? 
| is Days are not diſtracted by anxious Thoughts, nor his Nights 
d with uneaſie Fears; be walks before God in ſecurity all 
Day, and lays himſelf down in great Peace at Night, being ac 
4 ured that God who is about his Bed, makes him dwel in Safety 
r be is raking bis A. In 


. 
uh 11 


"+W 


1 „ . | 
In all Times and Places, and upon has free ace 

to God lan M his Inficmicies,his Wants, bis Preffures to him 

dy a faithful the promiſes of Scripture to himſelf 
which he docs as Affaredly helicve God [peaks to him, as if « 
from the Dead, or an Angel from Heaven had brought the Me 
ſage) be comforts and ſupports himſelf under, or racher exult 
and triumphs over them; is he perplex d with difficulties, out 
which he knows not how toextricate himſelf, at a loſs which wa 
10 turn, or what to do? He applies to himſelf that Promiſe « 
David's, Commit thy way to the Lord and be ſhall bring ie 10 paſs : 
he under a Temptation, that ſeems too weighty for him? hea 
plies to him(ſclf the Words of God to St. Paul, my Grace is ſuffic 
ent for thee, my Strength is perfected in Weakneſs. 1s he ſurrounde 
with rs that threaten every Thing that he values and love 
even bis Life ? he applies to himſelf what God ſays to his Pe. 
ple iſrael, by the Prophet jſaiab, Fear not thou Worm Facob, fok 
am with thee, be not diſmay'd 1 will ſtrengthen, I will N 

will upbold thee with the right Hand of my Kighteouſneſs 3 when thou p. 
feſt thro” the Water 1 will be with thee, and when thou walkeſt throuz 
the Fire, thou ſbal/ not be burn. 

To conclude, He ther ſess God always before him does by an E 
of Faith, fee bim that is inviſible with great Comfort and Joy i 
in every Stage and Condition of Life; but never with more, thy 
in the laſt Scene of it, when he lies upon hisDeath-Bed ;: Whe 
de is Jo walk thro? the Paley of the Shadow of Death, even then 
| fears no Evil, for he ſees bis God with bim, to make all his Beds ig 
dis Sickneſs ; with bim to ſupport him under the Pains of his Di 

Kemper and decays of his Body, with the bright manifeftatioq 

of his Preſence, and raviſhing diſcoveries of his Love; with bim 
— — him againſt all the attempts of the Powers of darknels3 
ith bim to ſtrengthen him in his laſt Conflict, to receive his Spis 
tit into his Hands, to make his Fleſh reft in hope, and finally tg 
raiſe — ey — the I 2 ＋ his Soul, to dwel 
in bis Preſence e is fulne , and a 7 
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